
 
 

Permit process to remove native 
vegetation 

 
 

Native vegetation  

Offset options available 



Existing habitat on farms 

• Single mature trees 

• Standing dead trees 

• Fallen logs and branches 

 

 

 

• Wetlands 

• Semi-permanent creeks and waterholes 

• Native pastures and grassland 

• Rocks, crevices, caves 

• Woodland/plantations 

 



Fallen logs and branches 

Chick and egg 

Bush Stone-curlew 



What is Native Vegetation? 

 

 

Remember 
to look: 

 

1. Up 

 

2. Across 
and 

 

3. Down 



What is Native Vegetation? 

Plants that are indigenous to Victoria including 
trees, shrubs, herbs and grasses 

We are here to help 

 
If in doubt:  
• Check a guide or book 
• Check online 
• Ask a DELWP Biodiversity   
Officer 
• Hire a consultant 



What is Native Vegetation? 
‘Remnant Patches’ 

 

 



What is Native Vegetation? 
‘Scattered Trees’ 

 

 



Single mature trees 

Barking Owl 

Brush-tailed 
Phascogale (Tuan) 

Little Forest Bat 



If no exemption applies, apply for a permit 
with your local council 



On-line mapping system 



Developing an application… 

• Applications are prepared on-line using the NVIM tool 
 

• Native Vegetation Information Management  
 
 



Removal of 3 trees to make a roundabout 

Strategic Biodiversity Score = 0.299 

Removal of 3 trees 

Condition score = 0.626 

Offset requirements  
0.060 GBEU 



Strategic biodiversity score of 0.667 

Condition Score of 0.406 

Removal of 0.984ha 

Offset requirement 
0.401 GBEUs 

The current market rate is $100K for 1 General Biodiversity 
Equivalence Unit (GBEU) 



• Native vegetation removed as part of a 
planning permit is required to be offset  

“up front” – prior to native vegetation removal 

 

• Offsets can be achieved in a number of ways: 

– First party offset 

• Permit holders can deliver offsets on their own land 

– Third party offset 

• Purchase a native vegetation credit from a third party  

Offsets 



• First Party Offset: 
– On title security agreement on your own land 

• Section 173 with council 

• Section 69 with department “bush broker / credit 
register” 

• Trust for Nature covenant 

– Management of the land  

– Reporting once a year for 10 years 

 

“up front” – prior to native vegetation removal 

 

Offsets 



• Other legal requirements about native vegetation removal 
may apply under:  

– Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988  

– Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999. 

 

 

Check whether other laws apply 
 

It can be complicated.  If you’re not sure contact 
DELWP or your local Shire before you remove 

any vegetation 


