
Stawell 
Town Plan
    A Vision for the Future

Key Directions
Upgrade the intersection at Seaby Street and the highway, the major 
road link into the town centre, to improve safety of all transit modes and 
encourage visitors to turn off the highway.

Establish a series of visual and wayfinding gateways along the extent of the 
Highway to improve the legibility and identity of the township.

Improve visitor destinations and services in strategic locations that cater to
the varying needs of travellers and complements the town centre.

Define the preferred location of industry and business with clear design 
guidance for the presentation of new development
from the highway frontage.

Establish an attractive, unified rural landscape character and high quality
township avenue planting along the length of the highway.

How Can You Participate?
To view the Draft Urban Design Framework and complete the Online
Survey please visit www.ngshire.vic.gov.au/stawell-plan
Or provide feedback via post to
PO Box 580, Stawell, VIC, 3380
Or email ngshire@ngshire.vic.gov.au
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Western Highway Vision
Stawell will be the most memorable and attractive town along the Western 
Highway between Melbourne an Adelaide. It will be a tourism node and 
pause point for regional tourism traffic, directing travellers to key destinations 
in the township and broader region through clearly defined township 
gateways and wayfinding signage. 

Retail and commercial uses along the highway will complement the town 
centre to provide a full range of urban services for residents and visitors of 
Stawell.

New development will complement the role of the National Highway and 
present high-quality frontages that speak to the important landscape and 
built form qualities found within the township.

What is the project?
The first project from the Stawell 
Town Plan is the Western Highway 
Urban Design Framework (UDF).

This plan was jointly funded by the 
Australian Government through 
the Building Better Regions Fund 
and the Northern Grampians Shire 
Council.

A key driver for this project is the 
Western Highway duplication 
project which includes the upgrade 
of the London Road intersection.

This project identifies public 
realm and development design 
recommendations to enhance the 
presentation of Stawell from the 
highway and attract visitors into 
the township to drive economic 
development. The project also 
outlines opportunities to improve 
transport access and safety.

Potential upgrades at Federation Park Rest Stop

 Project Process

Draft Western Highway Urban Design Framework

TIM NOTT 
economic analysis + strategy
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Indicative Precinct Designs

Federation Park Rest Stop

Pleasant Creek Historic Precinct & Seaby Street Intersection

Key Actions
1. Consolidate and reconfigure vehicle access into the reserve, including the rearrangement of car parking 

to improve safety and circulation.

2. Provide a right-turn lane for east bound traffic from the highway into Playford Street extension while 
retaining 2 through lanes in the existing road reserve.

3. Provide long bay / caravan parking for caravans long the Playford Street extension accommodating a 
turning circle to maximise safety of moving vehicles.

4. Relocate and upgrade the public amenities building for an architecturally designed building that 
response to the environmental surrounds and is a feature within the reserve.

5. Upgrade the BBQ and picnic facilities providing a new sensitively design shelter that allows for views 
toward Pleasant Creek.

6. Establish a legible and accessible pedestrian path network that connects with the Pleasant Creek 
circuit trail and offers wayfinding signage to uses and features in the reserve.

7. Establish an gateway feature at the eastern corner with landscaping and signage directing travellers to 
the reserve.

8. Provide a mobile hospitality pop-up area to cater to visitors.

9. Investigate opportunity to implement an electric vehicle recharge station in the reconfigured car park 
to cater to the emerging electric vehicle market.

Key Actions
1. Regional Roads Victoria to manage the signalisation of the Seaby Street intersection to provide 

safer, clearer, and improved vehicle and pedestrian connections through and into Stawell.

2. Liaise with Regional Roads Victoria to investigate opportunities to improve pedestrian safety along 
the highway frontage. 

3. Enhance the visitor information centre with new signage, landscaping and a pedestrian ‘plaza’ at 
the building frontage to draw visitors into the area and provide a space to gather.

4. Establish a bold gateway node at the south west corner of the intersection comprising landscaping 
and signage that celebrates the surrounding heritage buildings, broader township and regional 
tourism context of the Grampians.

5. Establish clear and accessible pathways throughout the precinct that connects car parking to visitor 
activities and building entries.

6. Establish branded pedestrian wayfinding signage throughout the precinct to provide directions to 
car parking from the highway and direct pedestrians to activities including a new stopover picnic 
area in garden surrounds.

7. Ensure new buildings provide active frontages to the highway to provide improved pedestrian 
amenity and connectivity between footpaths and businesses. Seek to provide vehicle access to 
side streets or rear laneways.

8. Establish a vehicle circuit around the precinct upgrading existing laneways to ensure vehicles use 
the intersection to turn back onto the highway after exiting the precinct to avoid vehicle conflict.
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The following precinct concept plans are indicative illustrations of design ideas and recommendations 
for the potential future upgrade of important destinations along the Western Highway. This plan will be 
used to undertake further investigations with relevant stakeholders and are subject to design detail.
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