
After twenty years in business- you may have seen Robyn or Shane, once or twice. This September marks a 
huge milestone for Stawell Sportspower and Stawell Tackle and Marine. In 1998, 146 Main Street was 
purchased by Robyn and Shane and a lot has changed since then. The building had originally been a general 
store with a little area in the corner for sports equipment. Sportspower featured an area at the back of the 
building that specialised in fishing. They saw how popular this section was and so in 2004 when the building 
next door became available it made sense to purchase it. They removed the wall in the middle of the 
buildings to create one building and were able to expand the fishing equipment. In 2017, they gave the 
second building the name of Stawell Tackle and Marine. By simply creating a name - the business received 
more exposure.  
 
Stawell Sportspower sell the leading brands in fashion and footwear. There is fitness equipment to cater for 
any sport be it cricket, tennis, football and so much more. Stawell Tackle and Marine stocks all the leading 
brands of fishing tackle, large ranges of rods of reels, lures and marine accessories such as Minn-Kota and 
Humminbird. They will spool fishing reels, repair rods, regrip golf clubs, restring tennis racquets, cut keys, 
produce trophies and engrave them. The only way to see the entire range is definitely to come in store. Their 
large range on all things sports and fishing have acquired them customers from all over the region.  
 
Employing local teenagers to work in the store has been one of the best parts of owning a business in 
Stawell. Giving them a job allows them to expand as a person and develop skills that are directly beneficial 
later in life. They gain confidence and knowledge and best of all they watch these young people make 
something of themselves. After a while, all the employees start to feel like family. Most of the younger 
employees go away to experience university and come back to work during the busier moments. Currently 
the two businesses have a total of four employees.  
 
Operating a business in the country can be different to a business in the city. You can be doing something 
very simple such as taking a box to the car or helping to fit a shoe (basic customer service) and these 
customers are just blown away. Normally they are buying at a franchised sports store where the service isn’t 
always the same. Robyn and Shane have managed to survive in business over the last 20 years by always 
acknowledging their customers. They don’t care who you are and know seemingly all of their customers by 
name. You definitely wouldn’t get that type of service in the city.  
 
For Robyn and Shane, the best thing about doing business in the Northern Grampians region is the lifestyle 
that it provides them. It is a safe community and they have the support of the community. They know that 
without the support of the community, they wouldn’t be here after all these years. It’s a nice experience to 
serve the different generations of some families and being able to watch them grow. There are lots of good 
things happening in the region that make it worthwhile to stay.  
 
 
There are many differences in the way Stawell Sportspower operates now, than it did in 1998. In 1998 they 
were using ledgers and books to record all transactions. One of the massive introductions was the use of 
computers in business. All stock had to go onto the computers after hours which was a huge task. Doing 
stocktake and serving customers is now performed in a more timely manner with the inclusion of 
technology. Looking to the future, they both want to assist the community by ‘keeping on keeping on’ and if 
it’s worked for twenty years, they must be doing something right.  
 
To celebrate the past 20 years, there will be a promotional celebration. Keep your eyes and ears tuned on 
how you can participate.  
 
 
For those of you wanting to find out more about the Stawell Sportspower and Stawell Tackle & Marine  you 
can get in contact with them via: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Stawell.Sportspower/ 
Phone Number: 5358 1038 
Email: stawell@sportspower.com.au 
 
 



 
 


