
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The following paragraph was featured in the Stawell News in 1939. The way these articles were written reads 
like a poem.  
 
‘A grave concern to the club was 'the excessive shyness of associates' of not returning their cards. On one 
Saturday, 46 associates played but only 8 returned cards. A favoured suggestion was for all offenders to be 
penalised by an additional handicap stroke.’  
 



The Stawell Historical Society has been in operation since 1962. Twenty years later they were able to 
establish a permanent headquarters at The Pleasant Creek Court House. A fitting location for such an 
organisation. Not only do they record information on the Stawell area they have information on Great 
Western, Navarre, Glenorchy, Bellellen, Pomonal and other surrounding districts. 
 
Currently there are 12 volunteers who passionately operate the Stawell Historical Society. President Dorothy 
Brumby was quick to inform that Jim Melbourne has been a member of the society for 25 years, making him 
the longest serving member.  
 
There are two components to the association, a museum which is open Wednesdays and Thursdays from 
11am-4pm and the Stewart Bradley Research Centre. The Research Centre has an extensive collection of 
records and photographs to assist the community that date back to 1853. This large collection features 
historical newspapers and articles as well as any type of record you can think of, there are family, marriage, 
death, baptism, cemetery, church, council and industry records. A temperature controlled storage room 
ensures the historic newspapers maintain their current condition.   
 
The museum which operates within the old courthouse was established in 1860 and used until 1878. Today 
you can still touch the exact bars that once guarded the criminals of The Pleasant Creek area from the 
outside world. Without a doubt you will learn something new about this ‘fine country town.’ Inside the 
museum you will find a fully furnished parlour that was donated by members of the public. One of the main 
collections includes memorabilia from the HMAS Stawell with the original bell that was used. Recently the 
Roving Curator from Museums Australia spent time with the Stawell Historical Society to assist with advice 
on setting up the displays in the museum.   
 
Whilst I was at the Stawell Historical Society, we discussed how times have changed. For example before 
train services were offered in the region, horse drawn wagons would be used to travel between towns. They 
could hold 28 people (Could you imagine travelling with 28 people?!) and would take two hours from Stawell 
to Ararat. The train service began operating in Stawell from 1874, both freight and passenger. If there was 
going to be an event at Great Western or other destination the train providers would simply run extra 
services to cater for the event. Now there is no passenger freight service from Stawell.  
 
Looking at the business industries of Stawell there used to be dressmakers, blacksmiths, breweries, coach 
builders and chemists. The Main Street of Stawell was a very different place than it is today. The main 
employers were the Woollen Mill, the Stawell Timber Industries and the Brick Works.  
 
They have recently received funding to purchase a television set for the museum. This will be used to display 
historical events, photo, videos and other items. Currently the Stawell Historical Society are conducting a 
series of living history interviews that will allow members of the public to tell their stories. When these are 
finished they will be televised for visitors of the museum.   
 
The Stawell Historical Society had a very special visitor that left the following comment: ‘Thank you to the 
three wise men, particularly the older statesman, for their help and support.’ The older statesman the visitor 
is referring to is Jim, the longest serving member.  
 
At the current time the society is preparing for History Week which will occur from the 7th-14th of October. 
Keep your eyes peeled for the events that will be occurring within the community.  
  
Dorothy wants the community to know that new members are always welcome at the Stawell Historical 
Society. She loves to volunteer with this Society because people are so very appreciative of the facts we find. 
It is a massive team effort to investigate the history of Stawell and that is highly satisfying in itself. If you 
think you are interested in becoming a member, please contact the Stawell Historical Society via the below 
details.  
 
For those of you wanting to find out more about the Stawell Historical Society, you can get in contact with 
them via: 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Stawell-Historical-Society-901746499903222/ 
Phone Number:  5358 3789 
E-mail: stawhist@bigpond.com 

mailto:stawhist@bigpond.com


Or pay them a visit on Wednesday and Thursdays.  
 
To be featured in FocusOnBusiness, follow the link here: 
http://www.ngshire.vic.gov.au/Online-Forms/FocusOnBusiness-Submission 
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